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Introduction

Homework is an essential part of school life within Antrim Grammar School. As a school, we
believe that successful completion of homework improves academic progress and performance. We
recognise that homework should be part of a balanced diet allowing time for extra-curricular

participation, social activities and relaxation.

Purpose

Through homework in Antrim Grammar School, we aim to:

e Review and consolidate key subject information and skills

e Build life skills of organisation, time management and self-discipline

e  Build independent learning skills

o Identify individual areas for development

e  Give parents an insight into the academic curriculum and how effectively their child is

managing
General Principles

Homework extends the learning of each pupil and is closely linked to topics that are being
studied and/or builds on core skills. It is designed to have a positive effect on progress and
attainment.

Homework will:

e  Be meaningful, purposeful and relevant to learning

e  Be set using the Google Classroom Platform
Homework Load

Homework load should be manageable for all pupils. Looking ahead and managing homework
load across a week is a key skill to support this. The times set out below are an approximation — it
must be noted that some pupils, particularly the most conscientious, tend to spend longer on
homework and their homework load may not reflect the ‘norm’ of the year group. If you are
concerned about the length of time your child spends on homework, please contact the School to
discuss this.

At Key Stage 3

Pupils will:

e  Receive up to 7 hours of homework a week

e  Receive less homework in subjects with less curricular time. Where a practical subject wishes

to set an extended homework, they will work in conjunction with the class to confirm

deadlines to avoid undue pressure

Pupils will not:
e Have homework set on Friday for a Monday where possible (subject timetabling does not
always support this)

e Have homework set over School Holiday Periods
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At Key Stage 4
Pupils will:

e  Receive approximately 10 hours of homework a week — this will involve managing their
homework across a week and may involve 1-2 hrs of homework completion at the weekend.
The nature of GCSE means that there may be pressure points caused by
coursework/controlled assessment or external modules — these will be short term

e Receive a maximum of 1.5 hours of homework for any subject in a week. It should be noted
that those undertaking Mathematics and Further Mathematics are studying 2 subjects and

the homework time will reflect this*

*Those undertaking practical subjects such as Music, Art, Drama, Sport or Home Economics
may be required to practise their practical skills outside homework time.

At Key Stage 5

Pupils will:

®  Receive approximately 10 - 12 hours of homework per week — this will involve managing
their homework across a week and may involve 2-3 hrs of homework completion at the
weekend. This is the expectation of work to be completed at home and falls outside Private

Study time.
e  Manage and balance their time across all of their subjects (both coursework/portfolio and

general subjects)

Pupils on the SEN Register

Pupils on the SEN Register will complete homework as normal unless otherwise indicated in their
Personalised Learning Plan (PLP). Where homework is causing particular difficulties related to the
child’s diagnosis, this should be raised with the Learning Support Co-ordinator or Assistant
Learning Support Co-ordinator so that appropriate actions can be put in place such as a maximum
time limit.

Homework Best Practice Guidelines

Pupils will:
e  Ensure they are members of all their Google Classrooms so they can access homework set
e Find a quiet place to complete their homework — if this is hard at home, attend the PLUG
Homework Club after school where they will have access to IT facilities (Years 8 — 12)
e  Have a set routine — identify a set homework time each evening working around their clubs
and extra-curricular commitments

e  Not access social media/social messaging or other online distractions during identified
homework completion times

o  Check their timetabled classes in Google Classroom for that day. Aim to work ahead,
completing homework as it is set, to avoid undue pressure the night before. Pupils should
review their ‘to do’ list daily and avoid relying on notifications as a reminder

e Approach their homework with effort, diligence and pride
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e  Mark the homework as ‘done’ on Google Classroom when they have completed it

e  Submit their homework on time and in good presentational order

e Bring a note from a parent if there are exceptional circumstances which have stopped them
from completing their homework. Actively seck clarification within school hours if required.
Pupils should not contact the teacher via Google Classroom for clarification

e  Turn off Google Classroom notifications at night on their phone, so they are not disturbed

by the Google system issuing automatic notifications. These can be toggled on and off

Teaching Staff will:

e Plan homework to ensure it is an integral part of curriculum learning, setting appropriate
tasks based on available research (e.g. practice, preparation, retrieval)

e Discuss homework in class prior to setting it on Google Classroom

e  Set homeworks as ‘an assignment’, with a hand in date, to ensure it appears on the pupil’s
“To Do’ List in Google Classroom. Homework should not be placed in the class stream

e Issue clear and concise instructions

e  Set homeworks within the hours of 8am and 5pm Monday to Friday

e  Value pupils’ completed homework

e  Sanction pupils who do not submit homework on the specified day in line with the
processes set out in this policy

e  Avoid setting homework for the next day at Key Stage 3, unless there is a timetable
constriction. Where the timetable means that homework does have to be set for the next day
at Key Stage 3, it should be a maximum of 20 minutes. At Key Stage 3, homework will not
be set over a holiday period

e  Work with other members of their Department to manage homework load, where classes are
split across teachers

e  Recognise that all subjects at Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 have equal priority
Feedback on Homework

Teachers will provide feedback on written homework — this can be whole class feedback, individual
oral feedback or written feedback. Feedback may not be directly provided on preparation tasks but
will ultimately be provided through the end product.

Malpractice

Copying homework undermines the core purposes of homework as outlined in this policy.
Malpractice has become easier through the use of social media to share answers and readily available
online applications and websites. If a pupil is suspected of plagiarising work — either by copying
from another pupil, a textbook or copying and pasting material from the internet without
referencing this — this will be investigated: malpractice will result in a Formal Detention. If
malpractice occurs with work relating to external examinations, the penalties will be in line with
that set out by the Examination Board and may result in no mark awarded for that component.
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Internal and External Examinations

There will be no homework set for a two-week period in advance of internal examinations (Winter
and Summer Examinations) where a pupil is preparing for their upcoming examination in that
subject. For pupils taking coursework/portfolio subjects at GCSE/A level, in which no internal
examination will be taken, homework will continue to be set in lieu of revision for that subject.
For external examinations, the length of the ‘no homework’ zone will be dependent on the number

of examinations being sat.

Homework Completion Sanctions

Teachers will check that homework has been completed for the set deadline to a suitable standard.
Meeting deadlines is an important part of ‘educating for life’ and is fair to those pupils who have
worked to make sure all work is completed as requested. Where a pupil has a genuine reason for
non-completion of homework for exceptional circumstances, a note should be brought from home
signed by a parent. Failure to produce a note, will result in sanctions being put in place.

KS3 and KS4 Meeting Deadlines

Where a homework is not produced and no signed parental note is provided:
1. Homework should be submitted to the teacher by 9am the following morning (if this

happens repeatedly, the teacher will move directly to step 2 set out below). A teacher may
request a pupil completes the homework at lunchtime as an alternative but must ensure
that the pupil has adequate time to have lunch.

2. Where work has not been submitted by 9am the next day, or where a pupil has
repeatedly missed the original deadline, they will be placed in a Departmental Detention
after school to complete their work. A Departmental Detention form will be issued and
must be signed by a parent. A Department reserves the right to award a score of 0 for this
work where it is being used towards internal assessment purposes.

3. Where a pattern of missed homework arises, appropriate interventions will be agreed by
the Year Tutor with the parent and may include attendance at PLUG Homework Club
and a Daily Report to monitor homework. If there is no improvement, the Key Stage
Coordinator will arrange a meeting with the parent and child to put in place a plan of

action.
Sixth Form Meeting Deadlines

For many pupils, Sixth Form is preparation for life at university — as universities place great
emphasis on meeting deadlines and penalise students who do not, the school will continue to
emphasise the importance of meeting deadlines in 6™ Form. Pupils will be required to manage
their own time and be responsible for their workload, apportioning their time as required.
Teachers will work in partnership with Sixth Form pupils on managing deadlines.
1. Where a pupil has homework outstanding, the teacher will, in the first instance, discuss
what has led to this. Where this is repeated, the teacher may involve the Subject Leader

and contact home depending on the circumstances. They will work with the pupil to
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encourage the meeting of future deadlines in liaison with the Sixth Form Study

Supervisor.

. Where a pattern of missed deadlines emerges, the teacher will alert the Year Tutor of

their concern. The Year Tutor will circulate a ‘note of concern’ around the pupil’s other
teachers to identify if the problem lies in one subject or is wider and communicate any

concerns Wlth parents.

. A meeting will take place with the Year Tutor and/or Head of Sixth Form to identify the

barriers to homework completion and to put in place a plan of action moving forward.
This may include staying Period 5 on a Monday Week A, attendance after school to
provide a focused work space and any other measures agreed to overcome the issues. The

outcomes of this meeting will be communicated to parents.
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